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were guarding and struck the guards of the stream.
Then, look j*ou, a knight, whose name was TAubigoiz,
came to me and said: ' Lord ! if you do not come to
our help we shall all be burnt; for the Saracens have
shot so many of their shafts that it is as if a great
hedge were coming burning against our tower/ We
sprang up and went thither and found he spoke
sooth. We put out the fire and before we had put it
out the Saracens had struck us all with shafts that they
shot across the stream.
" The King's brothers kept guard over the towers
by day, and went to the top of the towers to shoot
bolts from the crossbows at the Saracens in their
camp ; for the King had decided that the King of Sicily
was to keep guard over the towers by day while we
were to keep guard over them by night; and now
on a day when the King of Sicily was thus keep-
ing guard, and we were to keep guard by night, we
were in sore trouble of heart because the Saracens
had wellnigh shattered our towers. And the Saracens
brought out their petrary in full daylight, whereas we
had so far only brought it out by night, and they
threw Greek Fire on our towers. And they had
brought their engines so near to the causeway which
the host were building that no one dared to go to the
towers because of the great stones that the engines
cast and which fell upon the causeway, whence it
happened that the two towers were burned and the
King of Sicily was so besides himself that he wished to
throw himself where the fire was, in ojder to put
it out; and if he was incensed, why I and my knights
could but praise God seeing that, if we had been on
guard (in the towers) that night, we should all have
been burned.
** When the King saw this, he sent for all the
barons of the host and begged each of them to give him
wood from their ships to build a tower to help to dam
up the stream ; and each brought according to his will